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it with joy as a public document of high interest and value
for circulation among the people, and several editions, ag-
gregating many thousand copies, were ordered for the use
of members. Its interest and attractiveness were so com-
pelling that after a short period of tremors, the Senators
overcame their objections sufficiently to order for them-
selves an edition of ten thousand copies. Another peculi-
arity of the message was that simplified spelling was used
in it for the first and only time in such a document in our
history.

The message had a wide circulation both in the United
States and Europe and was of inestimable service in giving
a clear, specific and unassailable presentation of conditions
on the Isthmus at a time when opinion on the subject had
been confused and misled by a great flood of newspaper
and magazine literature grossly, and often slanderously,
misrepresenting them. In fact, no great national enter-
prise was ever subjected to a more persistent assault than
was directed upon the canal work during the first few years
of its progress. The assault was apparently so systematic
as to suggest that powerful influences of some sort were
instigating it. In his special message the President spoke
of two kinds of criticism, honest and malicious, and said
of the latter:

" Where the slanderers are of foreign origin, I have no
concern with them. Where they are Americans, I feel for
them the heartiest contempt and indignation; because, in
a spirit of wanton dishonesty and malice, they are trying
to interfere with, and hamper the execution of, the greatest
work of the kind ever attempted, and are seeking to bring
to,naught the efforts of their countrymen to put to the
credit of America one of the giant feats of the ages. The
outrageous accusations of these slanderers constitute a
gross libel upon a body of public servants who, for trained
intelligence, expert ability, high character and devotion
to duty, have never been excelled anywhere. There is not
a man among them directing the work on the Isthmus who
has obtained his position on any other basis than merit